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ORANGE &WHITE
T
wenty years ago, Texas 
Southmost College was a 
small community junior college 
with big choices to make:  
Continue, or progress. Grow, 
or multiply. Maintain,  
or innovate.
 Today, in partnership with The University 
of Texas at Brownsville, the old Fort Brown 
campus of TSC has become the home of 
multi-million-dollar, state-of-the-art buildings; 
a student population fast approaching the 
20,000 mark; bachelor’s and master’s degree 
programs in education and physics; and soon, 
doctoral programs as well.
 The campus itself has doubled in size, and 
doubled again. Carefully maintained historic 
buildings give UTB/TSC its signature charm, 
while bridges and brick paseos connect what 
is now more than 300 acres devoted to higher 
education. Not far away, a former retail center 
has been transformed into the university’s 
center for international technology and  
education: ITEC.
 Dr. Juliet V. García, who celebrates her 20th 
anniversary as UTB/TSC President this year, 
looks back on the 1980’s as an important time of 
transition. TSC at the time was aligned with Pan 
American University at Brownsville, one of several 
steps in its progress to four-year-university status, 
and campus leaders were beginning to dream big.
 “I don’t think any of us imagined where we would 
be today. There was a dream and a hope that we 
could do better, but we didn’t especially know what 
that could mean,” said García.
 Change was incremental, she says. Small, behind 
the scenes improvements in administration and 
governance paved the way for bigger, more public 
advances. “The revolution that people talk about—
it’s not as dramatic as it sounds,” she recalls. 
“Everything kind of grew out of simple problem-
solving. A lot of time was spent on the details and 
the mundane.”
 But there were also big surprises back then: A 
successful first-ever construction bond issue was 
imagined, run and won—all in 1986. A successful 
million-dollar Challenge for Excellence scholarship 
campaign was also completed in record time.
 A shared vision of a full, four-year-university led to 
forward-thinking land acquisitions that multiplied Fort 
Brown’s 48 acres to more than 350, and made room 
for modern facilities like the Science and Engineering 
Technology Building, the Life and Health Sciences 
Building and the Student Union. 
 García says it was that first bond issue that 
marked a new compact with the community, and set 
a small community college on the road toward growth 
and greatness. Voters would trust the college with 
additional tax dollars, and the college would be a 
trustworthy steward of that gift.
 Today, García says, UTB/TSC is full 
of educators and administrators “who 
want to build.” Be it a championship 
chess team, an award-winning jazz 
band, a bio-medical research program 
or a new physics department; the 
university is attracting faculty and 
staff who want to create a great 
university from the ground up. 
National foundations like the Houston 
Endowment are taking notice, to the 
tune of millions in new grant dollars. 
Generous private individuals, families and 
corporations are helping build scholarship and faculty 
research endowments as well.
 A new bond program, a reaffirmation of the 
community bond forged in 1986, is building new 
classrooms, a wellness center, a childcare research 
center and facilities for biomedical research  
and outreach.
  García remembers a community rally almost 20 
years ago at a church in Southmost, where 
it became clear that the university’s future 
had moved beyond the control of college 
administrators, and into the hearts of 
Brownsville voters. “Now that’s probably not 
going to go down as a milestone moment, 
but it’s the moment when I realized that 
the people had decided to build a great 
university. It had taken on a life of its 
own. And we haven’t stopped building and 
growing since.”■
F A S T  F A C T S
  1986 (TSC only) 2005 (UTB/TSC)
Student Enrollment 5,170 13,316 
Certificate/Degree Programs 39 114 
Acreage 48 384
Number of Buildings 24 57
Full-time Faculty 157 347 
Full-time Staff 180 624 
Classes 828 2,039 
Certificates/Degrees Awarded 386 1,910 
20 YEARS OF PROGRESS PROVIDES FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE
Tandy Hall before and after.
Paseo before and after.
“I don’t think any of us imagined where we would be today. There was a dream and a hope that we 
could do better, but we didn’t especially know what that could mean.” —Dr. Juliet V. García
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E
ight years ago, Noemi Infante and 
Claudia García became members of 
an exclusive club: They were among 
the first UTB/TSC graduates on their 
way to medical school.
  Now these talented women are back 
serving the Rio Grande Valley, with “M.D.s” after 
their names, and new private practices in obstetrics 
and gynecology.
 Looking back, they have never regretted their UTB/
TSC diplomas. 
 “I made the right choice. I still believe that, 
absolutely,” says García, who attended high school 
in Mexico and learned to speak English in college. 
“Going to medical school is a huge decision. You 
need a lot of support. At UTB/TSC, you get personal 
attention and people get to know you. You get all the 
advice that you need.”
 The day she opened her practice in Brownsville, 
García received an unexpected bouquet of flowers 
and a card of welcome from her old college mentor, 
Dr. Celia Flores-Feist. García was moved by the 
gesture, especially since professor and student had 
not stayed in touch through medical school.
 “It just says that, at UTB/TSC you’re not only 
getting the quality of education but that extra 
attention. Your professors get to know you and know 
what your goals are so therefore you can get more 
help achieving those goals.”
 Infante, who opened her new practice in Harlingen, 
also credits a UTB/TSC college counselor—
John Feist—with helping keep her goals alive. 
Valedictorian of her Brownsville high school class, 
Infante chose her hometown university so she could 
help at home while her mother also attended college.
 “At one point, I went in to change my major. I 
wanted to finish faster, I thought medical school 
was too much of a time commitment,” recalls 
Infante. “Mr. Feist would not let me. He said I would 
be ‘settling.’ He told me I owed it to myself, my 
community, my family.”
 Infante is glad she listened, and happy to be home 
serving the Rio Grande Valley. “I’m so glad I didn’t 
change. I love what I do.”■
Are you an alumnus of 
UTB/TSC? Tell us about 
yourself. Please answer our 
questionnaire at www.utb.edu 
and click on Alumni.
“I thought medical school 
was too much of a time 
commitment. Mr. Feist would 
not let me [change my major]. 
He said I would be ‘settling.’ ” 
 —Dr. Noemi Infante
“At UTB/TSC you’re not only 
getting the quality of education 
but the extra attention.”
 —Dr. Claudia García
Alumni Profile: New Medical Doctors Return to the Valley and Credit UTB/TSC for Early Success
UTB/TSC Hosts Prestigious 
International Physics Workshop
2
005 was the 100th anniversary of 
Albert Einstein’s “Miraculous Year” and 
international scientists from around 
the world converged on the UTB/TSC 
campus in mid December for the 
10th annual Gravitational Wave Data 
Analysis Workshop (GWDAW).
 Dr. Mario Diaz, director of the Center for 
Gravitational Wave Astronomy at UTB/TSC, said 
hosting the event demonstrated the university’s 
growing recognition among its peers.
 “We can host this workshop because we are one 
of the major centers in the world doing research in 
this field,” Diaz said. “What it means is recognition 
for the university and the stature of the program.” 
 The university was chosen to host the workshop 
by the Scientific Organization Committee during their 
2004 conference in Annecy, France, and is the fifth 
U.S. major city to host this conference since the 
GWDAW’s inception in 1996.
 Close to 200 scientists working in the field of 
gravitational wave detection from the United States, 
Australia, Japan, Italy, Spain, Germany, France, the 
UK, Brazil and India attended. 
 The conference allowed physicists from around 
the world to discuss and analyze what progress has 
been made in the discovery of gravitational waves. 
Scholars also presented papers and high school and 
college students, physics teachers, professors and 
community members took part in a presentation by 
Dr. Bruce Allen, from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, who helped develop the computing 
project, Einstein@Home.
 Harlingen native and graduate student Charlie 
Torres said UTB/TSC is in high regard because of 
the cutting edge research that is being done here.
 “If you look at all the names 
of the universities that are 
involved in this field, you see 
UT Brownsville. People know us 
because of the research and our 
faculty,” said Torres, who hopes 
to pursue his doctorate. 
 The UTB/TSC Physics 
Department has participated 
in several research and 
development programs over the 
years. The department helped 
develop one of the figures of merit that allows 
controllers and scientific monitors to understand 
a computer’s performance. The department is 
among the top-funded programs in Texas to receive 
research funding of $3 million or more per year.
 The workshop coincided with the World Year of 
Physics declared by the United Nations in honor of 
the hundredth anniversary of Einstein’s “Miraculous 
Year.” That was the year in which Einstein published 
his seminal papers about the photoelectric effect, 
the brownian motion and the electrodynamics of 
bodies in motion—known as the theory of special 
relativity. In simpler terms, Einstein changed the way 
we see the universe.■ 
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U
TB/TSC is moving quickly to 
establish its first doctorate 
in education curriculum and 
instruction with a specialization 
in bilingual education, armed with 
a new mission statement that 
includes a full range of graduate programs.
 The University of Texas Board of Regents has given 
the university preliminary planning authority for the 
new degree, which could be offered to students as 
early as 2007.
 UTB/TSC officials say the new degree is tailor-
made for the border region, but also will be attractive 
nationwide to educators meeting the needs of an 
increasingly bilingual student population.
 “This clearly represents a new stage in the 
development of this university. It has implications 
for the opportunities we can offer our students, but 
it also has implications for the kind of faculty who 
will be attracted to this institution,” said Dr. Charles 
Lackey, Dean of Graduate Studies.
 The new mission statement for UTB/TSC reads 
in part: “The University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College Partnership offers 
Certificates and Associate, Baccalaureate, and 
Graduate degrees in liberal arts, the sciences, 
and professional programs designed to meet 
student demand as well as regional, national, and 
international needs.”
 UTB/TSC President Dr. Juliet V. García says 
the new mission statement puts into words the 
university’s commitment to meet the needs and 
aspirations of the region, whatever they may be.
 “It’s like opening the door of a cage and saying you 
can do anything you want, if you work hard enough 
and merit it. We decided we didn’t think we should be 
predetermined to anything but what the community 
needed most, including doctoral degrees.” 
 The South Texas region is ready and eager to 
produce its own homegrown leaders in the crucial 
area of education, Lackey says.
 “Individuals who have graduate degrees are 
leaders and those students who want to pursue 
those degrees want to be leaders in their 
disciplines,” said Lackey. “Because it is in bilingual 
education, we are also going to be able to attract 
students nationally. We have a regional demand, but 
also national interest in this degree.”
 Lackey said early planning is also under way 
towards doctoral programs in physics and biological 
sciences.■
To learn more about graduate programs, call the 
Office of Graduate Studies at (956) 882-6552 or 
email at grad.school@utb.edu.
Communication Department  
Reaps First Graduates
T
hree students made history at 
Winter Commencement as the very 
first graduates with degrees in 
communication. 
   Pricilla García, Jason Moody and 
Belinda Tijerina earned bachelor’s 
degrees in communication.
 All of the graduates are thrilled with the new 
opportunities their degrees from UTB/TSC will 
provide.
 “I wanted to do something that I knew I was going 
to love,” said Tijerina, who hopes to find work in 
corporate or organizational communication.
 García, who graduated from high school at age 16 
and earned her bachelor’s degree just three years 
later, plans to work towards a master’s degree in 
Spanish.
 Moody also intends to continue his education and 
pursue a master’s degree at UTB/TSC. He is also 
already exploring freelance public relations consulting 
opportunities, and said he would highly recommend 
the program to other students, even those who are 
undecided about their future career path. 
“The communication classes bring out the ‘real you,’” 
he said. “It makes you very self-aware and teaches 
you not only how to discover yourself, but 
to really look at those around you and how best to 
communicate with them.”■
New Mission Statement Allows for Doctorate Degrees
First Generation College Student 
Earns First Mathematics Degree
L
ess than one year after UTB/TSC 
began offering a master’s degree in 
mathematics, Pedro Paz walked across 
the commencement 
stage as one of two 
students to earn this 
degree. 
    Paz is the first in his family 
to earn a college degree, and the 
master’s degree in mathematics 
makes it his third. He also 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics and a master’s 
degree in curriculum and 
instruction from UTB/TSC.
 “Since I was a little kid, my dad 
always encouraged me to get an 
education,” Paz explained. “He 
said life would be a lot easier if I 
was an educated person, and that 
always stuck with me.”
 Dr. Paul-Hermann Zieschang, Associate Professor 
of Mathematics, said he was excited to see Paz 
graduate. Paz had been taking mathematics courses 
towards a master’s degree in interdisciplinary studies 
before the mathematics degree was approved.
 “I’m very happy to see this,” Zieschang said. “That 
was my dream when I came here four years ago and 
was asked to help design the program. Back then 
we didn’t have master’s degrees in mathematics, 
biology or physics. Now we have them all and the 
programs are collaborating with each other to meet 
the students’ needs.”
 Paz shares his love of math with other students as 
an instructor at South Texas College in Weslaco. He 
hopes the excellent education he earned 
in higher abstract math will expand his 
opportunities to teach at the college level.
 Zieschang said that in addition to 
becoming teachers, graduates with 
master’s degrees in mathematics are 
heavily recruited by computer laboratories 
and software companies for their 
analytical skills. 
 While Zieschang expects many of his 
future master’s candidates to come from 
the undergraduate program at UTB/TSC, 
he says many of the courses are offered 
online. He hopes the program will soon 
attract students from neighboring Mexico 
as well as around the globe.■
Faculty members, Leslie K. Jones and Laura Villarreal, earned 
their doctorates in education through a cooperative doctoral 
program between UTB/TSC and the University of Houston. Since 
the program began in 1988, 85 men and women have earned 
their doctorate degrees.
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Former Teacher Believes Planned 
Gift is Smart Choice
B
ettie Lane Barnhill Bragg describes 
herself as a “down-to-earth person.”
   This former teacher and guidance 
counselor from Tennessee enjoys 
crafting handmade hooked rugs, 
likes to lunch in Matamoros with 
her friends, and now lives year round with her cat 
“Chessy” in a Winter Texan park in Port Isabel.
 Her decision to leave her waterside home and 
furnishings to UTB/TSC for scholarships, she says, 
was simply a way to make the proceeds of her estate 
go farther and work harder.
 “I’m just saving my estate time and money. It’s all 
taken care of. I know where everything is going, and 
it makes me feel good,” says Bragg. “I’d much rather 
give it for scholarships than give it to the executor.”
 Bragg’s gift to UTB/TSC is called a “life estate.” 
She has given her home and furnishings to the 
university, but continues to enjoy their use until her 
death.
 Bragg became interested in UTB/TSC after she 
and her late husband, Oscar, began visiting the Rio 
Grande Valley in the 1980’s. Driving through the 
campus on outings to Mexico, she was struck by the 
gracefully restored buildings of old Fort Brown, and 
the way new buildings blend in with the old.
 After her husband died—the couple has no 
children—Bragg decided it made no sense to leave 
her Tennessee executor with the job of someday 
appraising and selling her Texas property.
 “I just got to thinking: There’s an easier way to do 
this. Why not help the university. And how easy it is!” 
she said. “Maybe this will give an inkling to others 
who might want to do the same thing.”
 The UTB/TSC Office of Development had the same 
idea in mind when they recently appointed a new 
officer for planned giving. Serena Putegnat, who 
also is an attorney, can advise potential donors on 
many ways to give besides writing a check.
 Planned giving, which is common at many 
universities, includes a number of methods that 
can have significant tax benefits. Along with 
simple bequests, life estates, charitable gift 
annuities and charitable remainder trusts can be 
useful vehicles for making significant donations to 
the university, Putegnat explained.
 Donors also may choose to make the university the 
beneficiary of life insurance policies, Putegnat said. 
One major benefit of planned giving, she added, is 
that the university has an opportunity to acknowledge 
the donors and thank them during their lifetime.
 The Oscar Roe Bragg Jr. and Bettie Lane Barnhill 
Bragg Scholarships, named for both Bettie and 
Oscar, will go to liberal arts students from the Port 
Isabel area that have financial need and maintain a 
“C” average.
 Bragg says it makes her feel good to know that her 
property will go to appreciative new owners—while 
also providing scholarships for deserving students.■
Memorials
A.C. Mascorro Memorial Scholarship 
Edson Johnson 
Roni L. Rentfro  
Maria L. Vasquez 
Amador R. Rodriguez Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment for the Justice System 
Alvarez, Notzon, & Gutierrez, L.L.P.
Patricia O. Alvarez
The Barnhart Law Firm
H. Mack Barnhart 
Brownsville Museum of Fine Arts 
Nena S. & Johnny N. Cavazos
Mitchell C. Chaney
James E. Coleman, Jr. 
Mellena & Marvin G. Conner
Diana Corbin
Delgado, Acosta, Braden, & Jones, P.C.
Ellen R. Desanctis
Bernice & Ruben H. Edelstein
Margaret Etchison
Christina R. Flores 
Cristina Flores 
Kelly Frels
Jayme & David Gelfer 
Debra M. Godbold
Dora Gonzalez 
Ame Gorena  
Dora G. Guerra 
Andrew S. Hanen 
Harris, Finley, & Bogle
Roland K. Johnson 
Eddie Hernandez 
Mr. and Mrs. Valentin Hernandez
Romana B. Hinojosa  
John R. Hollon  
Investigative Research, Inc.
O. Douglas Beard
Roberta L. John 
Orrin W. Johnson
Alison Kennamer
Law Office of Tony Martinez, PC
Mehaffy & Weber Charitable Foundation
Virginia & Neil Norquest 
Carmen V. Pashos 
Apex Document Management Inc.
Laura Reyna
Robinson Law Firm
Vianei Robinson   
Diana L. Rosales  
Saxe, Doernberger & Vita, P.C.
Marygrace Tirollo
Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo Suarez
Paula H. Tamayo  
State Bar of Texas
Laura J. Urbis 
Anthony J. Carnesi Scholarship Fund 
Nikki Goga
Southern Texas Title Company
Guy S. Huddleston
Sherry & Gene McNair 
Robin & Michael Pierce 
St. Joseph’s Academy 
Dorothy Clark Hakes 
Memorial Music Scholarship  
Lynn M. Hakes, Jr.
Filemon B. Vela Scholarship Endowment 
Stephanie J. L. Gertz 
Kelley M. Keller 
Manuel Lopez Jr. Memorial Scholarship
Elida S. Lopez 
Margaret and John H. Ginn, Jr. Endowment 
for the Humanities
Marilyn J. Breeden  
Breeden & McCumber
Mary Rose & Renato Cardenas  
Sandra & Robert Duffey  
Mrs. Antonio Esteve 
Ralph L. Frapart 
Nyla Hall  
Mary L. Marquis 
Sherry & Gene McNair 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Moser 
Sallie M. Russell 
Marti & Kenton E. Schaefer 
Mary Jane Shands  
Irma I. Villarreal  
Mary A. Yturria 
Raul A. Besteiro Jr. Scholarship 
Endowment 
Area Transportation Intergrated Solutions 
Roll & Hold 
Blanton & Associates Inc. 
Patricia A. Crow 
Randolph L. De Lay 
Eddie Hernandez 
International Bank of Commerce
 Fred W. Rusteberg
Annabelle O. Kveton
Magic Valley Electric Cooperative
Gregory E. Nalyeka 
TASB Risk Management Fund 
Texas Ports Association 
West Gulf Maritime Association
Frank D. Yturria 
Serafy Foundation Scholarship
The E.H. Corrigan Foundation
Sgt. Keith A. Ferguson  Memorial Endowed 
Chair for Criminal Justice
Wilmer A. Alvarez  
Pauline Aridas 
Alfred J. Baker 
Diane M. Baptiste 
G. A. Behlow 
William B. Benton 
Andrew Bieber 
Mark J. Branch  
Annette L. Brown 
Dorothy A. Burch 
Sgt. Stephen Butler 
Margaret A. Callaghan  




John J. Corrigan III 
Bebe Crooks
Fern Cunningham & Ralph Santori
Joy Cunningham
Brian Daly 
Raymond P. Daly 
Charles F. Dameron 
Marilyn S. Davis 
Daniel De Angelis 
Eric M. Desmonts 
Nicholas Estavillo  
Florence Ferguson  
Douglas M. Ferrier 
Claire Fitzpatrick 
Linda P. Fossen  
Seth L. Gahr 
Matthew O. Gallagher 
Juliet V. García 
Michael Gargan  
Gordon A. Gaspard 





Patricia M. Gut 
Paul R. Hargrove 
Anisha Hattiangadi 
Deborah B. Healy 
Jack Herzlinger 
David G. Isaksen 
Ivy League Pre School, Inc.
Gayle Johnson 
Karen E. Johnson 
Larry E. Johnson 
Barbara A. Jones 
Charles Kammerdener 
David A. Katz 
Edward C. Keenan 
Kathleen M. Kelly-Dorrian
Janet C. Kloepfer 
Shervin J. Korangy 
Jeanine P. Kurtti 
Charles W. Lackey 
Christine E. Lacour 
Diana E. Lagamma 
Shawn Lawless 
Nick Leone  
Peter J. Linarello 
Paula Maiorano 
Jose G. Martin  
Kevin B. McCormick 
Patricia A. McDonough
Gina D. Merigliano 
Dr. Mrinal Mugdh 
Mutual of America
Nielsen Media Research 
Carl C. Nichols 
Patricia A. O’brien-Perosi
Lisa Orlando
Daniel J. Osipowich 
Deborah L. Osipowich 
Robert F. Patelli 
Eli E. Peña 
Joseph T. Penny 
John Politoski 
Bradley S. Poretskin  
Susan Quinn 
Ruth Ann Ragland 
Susan Ritter
Roberto Robles 
Ann M. Rosenberg 
Robert E. Ruggiero 
Patti R. Salinas
Gretchen A. Schaal
Norris J. Schaal 
Sylvia L. Simon 
Bruce H. Smolka 
Vince Solis 
David M. Stein  
Michelle M. Stein  
Carl A. Stockton
Sarah R. Townley & Mike W. Su
Patricia Sullivan
Thomas R. Sullivan 
Michael Sweeney 
Michelle T. Tege 
Manuel Torres 
Maria E. Valdes-Corbeil
Colleen A. White 
Cynthia J. Wood 
Marilyn J. Woods 
Mark Worthy  
Lorene Young 
Robert J. Zajac 
Ronnie Zamora  
Thomas S. Zane 
Antonio N. Zavaleta 
Zerelda Zuniga Camargo 
Sgt. Keith A. Ferguson Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment for Criminal 
Justice 
Elizabeth P. Anderson 
Joy Cunningham 
Florence Ferguson  
Elizabeth A. Freed  
Shonon S. Griffith-Lecadre
Mutual of America Foundation
Norris Jean Schaal 
Mary Ann Zelaya 
The memory of a loved one is all that remains for most. A gift bequest 
made in memory of friend, family or loved ones has two important 
facets: remembrance and perpetuity.
 A memorial gift provides resources and support to students whose 
lives will forever be touched by the memory of your loved one. There 
are few things in life that have the significance of memorializing 
someone who touched your life and in return helping students fulfill 
their goals and receive a degree in higher education.
 The gratitude of hundreds of students is the sincerest 
acknowledgement of appreciation to all who have chosen to participate 
in their success while honoring those they lost this year.
Edelstein Endowment Changed Culture of Giving
E
ven 20 years later, Ben Edelstein keeps letters he has received from 
grateful recipients of the scholarships he established to honor his 
father, Brownsville furniture company founder Morris Edelstein.
   “The rising costs to maintain the university has filtered through to 
the students in the form of fees and higher tuition, so every donated 
dollar is greatly needed,” reads a 1987 letter from one grateful 
accounting student at Texas Southmost College and what was then Pan American 
University in Brownsville. “I will always treasure my education, and I hope other 
students to follow will be given the same opportunity and privilege to receive your 
scholarship.”
 Gifts to the university have grown considerably since Edelstein established one of the 
school’s earliest scholarship endowments in 1984, but it still comes down to a simple 
desire to help deserving students.
 “People who give to the university really appreciate hearing from the students who 
get the money, telling them what their plans are,” said Edelstein. “I think more people 
would give if they knew how much the endowment is helping someone.”
   Edelstein and his brother, Ruben, still run the furniture business started by their 
father. A household name in the Rio Grande Valley, Edelstein’s has 14 stores from 
Brownsville to Rio Grande City.  
   “I just wanted to create the scholarships for my mother and dad. I wanted them to 
be remembered,” says Edelstein, who also started a nursing scholarship in honor of his 
mother, Yetty. “I always thought of a scholarship fund as something special.”■
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Family Honors Father’s Spirit 
with Music Scholarship
B
rownsville keyboard artist 
“Teco” Treviño made music 
his life, but between the 
concerts and the touring, 
the clubs and the wedding 
parties, he always had time 
to help other musicians on their way up.
 “One of the things that we really 
appreciated about my dad is he was 
always helping others,” says his son, 
Juan Treviño, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church in Brownsville. “He was always 
very much a supporter of people coming 
up, especially young musicians. When he 
died, the family decided we could honor 
him best by establishing a scholarship for 
music students.” 
 Fast forward a decade or two and you’ll 
find Joe Alvear, then a music student at 
UTB/TSC. He received the Juan Francisco 
“Teco” Treviño Scholarship, and was grateful for help 
at a critical time in his life.
 “The scholarships have given me a lot of 
opportunities that I wouldn’t have had otherwise,” 
said Alvear, who earned his Bachelor of Arts in music 
education in 2002. “It really gave me a chance to 
finish college without putting a whole lot of burden on 
my family. One of the biggest things it did for me was 
I could really dedicate myself to my studies and not 
have to look for a part-time job.” 
 Alvear, who hopes one day to earn a graduate 
degree in choral conducting, is now an adjunct 
professor in the university’s Music Department. He 
also serves as associate director of the university’s
Patron of the Arts series, which brings a range of 
musical performances to the campus each year.
 As a high school honor student in Brownsville, 
Alvear also earned scholarship points through 
the Challenge for Excellence program. He is glad 
he decided to stay at his hometown university.  
“Everything worked out very well. I got a lot of 
performance opportunities that I wouldn’t have 
gotten anywhere else, good connections, and lots of 
travel. I’ve talked to friends who went elsewhere and 
I would say my college experience is equal to, if not 
better than, theirs.”
 Pastor Treviño, who has also been an adjunct 
voice instructor at UTB/TSC, says his father would 
be happy to know that music students are benefiting 
from scholarships in his name.
 “Teco” Treviño was a keyboard artist who played 
the organ, piano and piano accordion locally, as 
well as in Matamoros, Houston and Louisiana. Jazz, 
classical and popular music were in his repertoire, as 
well as Mexican music of all types.
 Pastor Treviño says his family’s goal in establishing 
the scholarship fund was to help others, just as his 
father did. “It was just a wish to do something good 
in his honor.”■
R
estaurateur Scott Friedman is 
involved with the community at many 
levels, including serving up good 
eats at his popular Pirates Landing 
and Sea Ranch restaurants in Port  
  Isabel and South Padre Island.
 Friedman serves on water boards, chambers of 
commerce boards, economic development boards 
and the Rotary Club. But he also makes time for the 
UTB Development Board.
 “I think the university is a very up-and-coming 
university. It’s a very strong part of our community,” 
says Friedman, who joined the board last spring. 
“The university is making great strides in education 
and community building, and I want to be a part of 
that.”
 On the Development Board, Friedman works with 
other Rio Grande Valley business and civic leaders 
to raise money for important campus projects that 
lack state funding. The Distinguished Lecture Series 
is just one way the board raises money for projects 
such as academic conferences, research trips and 
national competitions that help raise the university’s 
profile across the nation.
 “I understand the value of an education and I 
understand how important it is to a community,” 
says Friedman, who is himself a graduate of Texas 
State University in San Marcos. “I work actively 
in the community on a daily basis and deal with 
professionals all the time. I certainly want to be part 
of the new group of up-and-coming professionals 
from UTB/TSC. They’re our future leaders and I want 
to be working with them.”
 Friedman, who is originally from Dallas but now 
lives on the Island, is active throughout the Laguna 
Madre region, serving on the elected board of the 
Laguna Madre Water District, on the boards of both 
the South Padre Island and Port Isabel chambers 
of commerce, and with the Economic Development 
Corporation of Port Isabel.■
Restaurateur Friedman Cooks up more than Just Good Food
“It was just a wish to do something good in his honor.” —Pastor Treviño
“The university is making great strides in education and community building, and I want 
to be a part of that.” —Scott Friedman
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Campus Welcomes Home National Chess Champions
T
hough only four years in existence, 
the UTB/TSC Chess team has 
made a name for itself nationally.
The chess team finished first at 
the National K-12/Collegiate Chess 
Championship in Houston the 
weekend of December 2-4.
 The seven member team finished first among the 
top five schools with 16 ½ points ahead of The 
University of Texas at Dallas, Texas A&M University, 
the University of Houston, and San Jacinto College.
 “We will be known for lots of things, but one of the 
things we want to make sure is that we are known 
for intelligent students that know how to play a 
disciplined mind game and win and compete,” said 
UTB/TSC President Dr. Juliet V. García. “If they can 
compete in chess, they can compete in anything.”
 Assistant Coach Rusty Harwood said winning 
the national championship is the culmination of 
hard work between the team, the coaches and the 
university.
 “It sends a very strong message. It’s not only 
about chess, it’s about all of the learning that goes 
on, all of the discipline that goes on and the tough 
competition that occurs for people in real life,”  
García said.■
Students Present Research 
Alongside National Experts
U
TB/TSC students of children’s 
Spanish literature enjoyed a rare 
opportunity last winter to present 
research alongside national  
experts, thanks to the President’s 
Circle Fund.
 Undergraduate Israel Linarte was thrilled to 
attend the 26th annual Southwest Texas Popular 
Culture Association/American Culture Association 
conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico. His 
paper explored efforts to promote good reading 
habits among children in Jinotepe, Nicaragua, and 
concluded Brownsville had something to learn from 
this small Central American city. 
 “For an undergraduate, that was a neat 
experience,” said Linarte, who is now working on 
his master’s degree at Colorado State University. 
“If I didn’t have the economic support from the 
President’s Circle, I wouldn’t have been able to make 
it.”
 Linarte’s mentor, UTB Spanish professor Lidia 
Diaz, is grateful to the President’s Circle for paying 
travel and registration expenses for two of her 
students to attend the conference.
 “The students were so excited. They get exposed 
to an exchange of ideas at an academic level,”  
says Diaz.■
Future Teachers Bring Home 
NASA Trophy
F
or a second year in a row, a UTB/
TSC team of future teachers has 
brought back a trophy from a NASA 
education conference in Alexandria, 
Virginia, on a trip sponsored by the 
President’s Circle Fund. 
 Six students from the UTB/TSC School of 
Education attended NASA’s 10th annual Pre-
Service Teacher Conference, along with 600 
students from dozens of universities and colleges 
across the country. 
 Participation in the conference requiries each 
team to develop and present a sample lesson 
plan that could be duplicated nationwide. The 
UTB/TSC students took top honors for their 
lesson, entitled “Life Cycle of a Butterfly: 
Complete or Incomplete Metamorphosis?”
 “It was great to see our students participate 
in a conference at a national level, thanks to the 
President’s Circle,” said Sam García, a lecturer in 
curriculum and instruction who served as faculty 
advisor. “All in all, it was one of those trips of a 
lifetime that the students will always remember.”■ 
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You Now Have a Great Opportunity to Help, But How 
Can You Make a Difference?
You are invited to accompany the Development Board of the University of 
Texas at Brownsville by joining the President’s Circle 2006. The Annual 
Campaign for the President’s Circle Fund supports students, faculty, and 
programs for which state funding is either inadequate or non-existent. 
Donations to the President’s Circle Fund enable UTB/TSC to invest resources 
where students and faculty need it most. Join us in thanking those who 
participated with membership during 2005.
President’s Circle Fund Helps Students
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N
o good deed goes unnoticed 
and this holds true for Mary 
Rose Cardenas, former Texas 
Southmost College trustee.
 The Mary Rose Cardenas 
Hall North and Mary Rose 
Cardenas Hall South were officially dedicated during 
a November 17 ceremony on campus honoring the 
longtime TSC trustee.
  Dr. Charles Dameron, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, recognized the former trustee by authoring a 
poem in her honor. In it he wrote “like the oaks in 
this courtyard, anchored in this earth of learning, you 
have been a taproot of wisdom, stretching out and 
up and just beyond where we are now, inviting every 
breed of bird to come and find its signature song.”
  Cardenas helped pass the college’s first-ever 
bond issue in 1986, which provided funding for the 
construction of the buildings that are now named 
in her honor. “What a day it is for me. I‘ve been 
reminiscing, and I can’t believe this is happening,” 
said Cardenas.
  In the two decades Cardenas served as a college 
trustee, she helped bring tremendous changes to the 
campus that enhanced higher 
education.
   Cardenas helped with the 
partnering of TSC with UT 
Brownsville, which enabled 
many students to reach their 
educational goal of obtaining 
a four-year degree. Had it 
not been for the partnership, 
student Micaela Sanmiguel 
wouldn’t have had the chance 
to continue college and pursue 
her bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology.
 “It would be hard to be driving back and forth to 
Edinburg to attend classes at UT Pan American,” said 
Sanmiguel, of Brownsville, who in December received 
two Associate in Arts degrees.
  Cardenas was first elected to the TSC Board of 
Trustees in 1984. She was re-elected in 1990 and 
1996 and served as chairman. She stepped down 
from the board in May of 2005, after 21 years  
of service.■
Cardenas Hall Dedication Honors Longtime Trustee
Jayme Breeden Ostos, shown on the right, was 
one of the students featured in the promotional 
materials for the Challenge for Excellence Program.
Bond Update: Wellness Center 
and ITEC Projects Move Ahead
A
construction manager for the new 
Wellness, Recreation and Kinesiology 
Complex has been selected while 
campus committees are hard at work 
on other major projects in a voter- 
 approved $68 million bond package.
 Site work is set to begin this spring on the new 
complex, which will anchor the planned campus 
recreation zone and include everything from 
classrooms and offices to racquetball courts and a 
weight room. Meanwhile, campus committees are 
working out the details for all seven projects in the 
bond program, to ensure they meet the needs of a 
fast-growing university.
 It was nearly 20 years ago that voters approved 
Texas Southmost College’s (TSC) very first bond-
financed construction program, which set the stage 
for an intense period of growth at the community 
college. Now, with UTB/TSC enrollment projected at 
20,000 by the year 2010, the campus is reaffirming 
its pact of trust with the community.
 “We want to show the public that we are being 
good stewards of their trust,” said Veronica Mendez, 
Assistant Vice President for Construction. “We have 
people bringing ideas and information and they help 
us think through everything we do. We are working 
together to ensure there is no duplication…and to 
make sure that we maximize the funds we’ve been 
given.”
 The bonds will finance construction of a new library, 
workforce training classrooms at the International 
Technology Education and Commerce Campus, 
or ITEC, a center for early childhood studies and 
a center for biomedical outreach and research. 
TSC board of trustees approved a “faster track” 
construction timeline to complete the projects as 
quickly as possible.
 Work on a new air-conditioning system for the 
ITEC campus is under way. In addition, after an 
innovative competition, the college board has chosen 
Kell/Munoz of San Antonio to design other ITEC 
improvements. The winning team proposed a new 
look for the ITEC campus that adapts traditional Fort 
Brown architectural elements to a modern high-tech 
learning environment.
 Mendez says campus advisory committees are 
an important part of this new construction phase, 
and ensure that each project receives careful 
consideration. The campus committees include 
faculty, staff and students from the various schools 
and colleges at UTB/TSC. These stakeholders 
make recommendations to the UTB/TSC Executive 
Council, which in turn makes recommendations to 
committees named by the TSC Board.
 “With the classroom project, for example, they 
talk about what is the best teaching and learning 
experience and we translate that into a space,” 
Mendez said. “The committees are an important part 
of it. These are people with expertise or input about 
what programs are offered and what spaces are 
needed.”
 J.E. Dunn of Houston, in partnership with the local 
firm of Terry Ray Construction, will be building the 
new Wellness, Recreation and Kinesiology Complex 
at the corner of University Boulevard and Ringgold 
across from Scorpion Field. Their partnership brings 
national expertise while ensuring jobs for local 
subcontractors, said Mendez.
 The complex will also include teaching labs, 
exercise physiology labs, an elevated jogging track, 
outdoor pool and athletic fields.■
Challenge for Excellence Scholarship 
Marks 20 Years of Fulfilling Students 
Dreams F
inishing college in four years is a 
challenging goal for many students 
because of work and family 
responsibilities, or because of the extra 
hours required for certain degrees.
 But third-grade math teacher Jayme 
Breeden Ostos was able to earn her degree on time 
and move more quickly into the work world, thanks 
to UTB/TSC’s Challenge for Excellence scholarship 
fund.
 “It gave me the opportunity to go to college classes 
during summer while I was in high school and even 
after I started college. Without that scholarship 
money, I wouldn’t have earned those extra hours,’’ 
says Ostos who now teaches at Martin Elementary in 
Brownsville.
 The Challenge for Excellence Scholarship 
Endowment, created after an unprecedented million-
dollar community fundraising campaign, has made 
a difference in the lives of nearly 12,000 deserving 
students since 1987. Since its inception, the fund 
has grown to $5.6 million, and that’s after providing 
$3.2 million in scholarships. 
 “We know the Challenge for Excellence fund has 
allowed many people to get enrolled in college who 
otherwise might not have had the opportunity,” said 
Dr. John Ronnau, Vice President for Administration 
and Partnership Affairs. “It also was a campaign that 
really brought the community together. It was a real 
grass roots effort. Everybody rallied to help.”
 The Challenge for Excellence fund grew out of a 3-
for-1 challenge grant offered by the U.S. Department 
of Education. TSC took the challenge, and for the first 
time in its history, collected more than $1 million in 
less than 18 months. School kids filled up coffee 
cans with coins, supporters organized pancake 
suppers, and corporate givers stepped up as well.
 The success of the campaign brought national 
attention to a small community college.
 “Everybody thought a million dollars was not 
achievable, but it worked and it brought people 
together,” said Ronnau, adding that the successful 
campaign also set the stage for other scholarship 
and faculty endowment efforts that have fed the 
university’s growth.
 Under the program, students earn “scholarship 
dollars” for good grades in specific courses. These 
dollars can be used, like a savings account, to pay 
for tuition, books and other expenses when the 
student enrolls at UTB/TSC.
 “The program provides motivation for high school 
students to prepare for college, to take a little bit 
higher level of courses and to get good grades,” said 
Ronnau. “It also provides a motivation for people to 
enroll right after high school, to enroll full-time, and 
to go continuously—all of which are important.”
 Counting on those Challenge for Excellence dollars 
helped encourage Ostos as a high school student, 
she said. “It made me study a little more. It made 
me realize what my good grades were doing for 
me.”■
To learn more about the Challenge for Excellence 
Program, call the UTB/TSC Office of Financial Aid 
at (956) 882-8277.
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Goodall Shares “Reasons for Hope” 
with South Texas 
R
enowned primatologist Dr. Jane 
Goodall left a lasting impression 
on the Rio Grande Valley with her 
Distinguished Lecture call for grass 
roots environmental stewardship and 
  youth involvement.
 More than 1,300 students from across the Valley 
were mesmerized by Goodall’s “Reasons for Hope” 
during an October 13 visit to South Texas. The 
university, which already has a strong environmental 
program, is among several that are considering 
Goodall’s invitation to join “Roots and Shoots,” a 
world-wide program aimed at inspiring students to 
get involved with environmental and humanitarian 
causes.
 Goodall, whose ground-breaking work among the 
chimpanzees of Africa changed the world’s definition 
of humanity, spoke to a sold-out crowd in the 
seventh annual installment of the university’s popular 
Distinguished Lecture Series. Proceeds from the 
event will help fund student field trips, scholarships 
and other important campus projects for which state 
money is not available.
 This world-famous humanitarian also took time to 
meet with students from UTB/TSC and area schools. 
She personally judged a student essay contest 
sponsored by Valley Baptist Health Systems on “How 
My Generation is Bringing Hope to the Rio Grande 
Valley,” and thrilled finalists with her insightful 
comments on their work.
 Valley Regional Medical Center, a founding sponsor 
of the Distinguished Lecture Series, was joined this 
year by the following generous sponsors: Cardenas 
Auto Group, Wells Fargo, Texas State Bank, Marcis & 
Associates, International Bank of Commerce, Coca 
Cola, Southern Texas Title Company, Chase Bank, 
Shepard Walton King Insurance Group, Casa Los 
Ebanos, KRGV News Channel 5, Rosemary and Cleve 
Breedlove, Gerry and Randy Fleuriet, Celia F. and Dr. 
Martin García, Marcia and Trey Martinez, Susan and 
David Oliveira, R.K. Whittington and Merced Perez 
Treviño, Sandra Sweeney Wilson, and Cassandra and 
Brad Wolfe. 
 In her lectures, Goodall decried the loss of habitat 
and animal species diversity in the world. She listed 
four “reasons for hope”: The creative human brain, 
the resilience of nature, the indomitable human 
spirit, and young people of the world.
 “I am amazed by the energy, the dedication, the 
enthusiasm, the courage, of the young people like 
you who are changing the world. We can make the 
world a better place, can’t we?” she asked the 
crowd, which replied with one of many standing 
ovations.
 Hajera Blagg, a student at Veterans Memorial High 
School in Mission, won the student essay contest 
and a $250 prize. Goodall said she especially 
liked the way Blagg’s essay showed respect for the 
region’s Mexican-American heritage, while touching 
on local human and environmental issues. Other 
winners among the 70 essays submitted included 
Jose de Jesus Pesina of Porter High School in 
Brownsville, second place; and Joshua Aguilar of 
Washington Academy in Harlingen and Priscilla Rocha 
of Hanna High School in Brownsville, who tied for 
third place.
 Plans are under way for the 2006 Distinguished 
Lecture Series featuring David McCullough. The 
award winning author and historian will deliver his 
presentation on October 16, at 7 p.m. in the Lecture 
Hall of the Science, Engineering, Technology Building. 
McCullough will continue the tradition of speaking 
with high school and college students the  
following day.■
“I am amazed by the energy, the dedication, the enthusiasm, the courage, of the young 
people like you who are changing the world.” —Dr. Jane Goodall
N
ext year will mark the 20th 
anniversary of the Studies in 
Brownsville & Matamoros History 
series, yet the editors of these 
local history monographs feel 
they have not scratched the 
surface of the history yet to be revealed. 
 UTB/TSC Social Sciences Professors Dr. Milo 
Kearney and Dr. Anthony Knopp and Vice President 
for External Affairs and Professor of Anthropology, 
Dr. Antonio Zavaleta edited and published the sixth 
edition, Studies in Rio Grande Valley History, in 2005.
 With almost 400 pages of research articles, essays 
and memoirs, readers will be transported in time 
via such historical topics as politics, economics, 
anthropology and sociology, local culture, and family 
histories. Contributors to the journal include faculty 
from all over the state, graduate students and 
archivists from both sides of the border.
 “Even though my own specialization is in early 
European history, I had observed border culture as 
a hobby ever since I first came to Brownsville in my 
teens, and had come to teach here because of that 
long-standing interest,” said Kearney. “Our colleagues 
throughout the years have made the series a rich and 
significant one.” 
 When the partnership between UTB and TSC 
was formed in 1991, Zavaleta and Knopp joined 
as editors, and the trio expanded the scope of the 
project to produce three more volumes: Studies 
in Brownsville and Matamoros History, Studies 
in Matamoros and Cameron County History, and 
the current edition. The three editors said it is as 
important for local historians to have a venue in which 
to publish, as it is to give the public access to the
rich and little-known history of the region.
 “We have a very, very rich history, and I think we’ve 
barely scratched the surface. We could have students 
carry on this work for the next 40 years, and still not 
do it justice,” Zavaleta said.
 Studies in Rio Grande Valley History is available 
through the Office of External Affairs for $5. To 
purchase a book call (956) 882-7313 or stop by the 
office in Champion Hall, 2nd Floor. 
 For a complete list of publications by faculty and 
staff, please go to www.utb.edu, click on UTB/TSC 
Today and select A Collection of Works by Faculty  
and Staff. ■
Drs. Antonio Zavaleta, Milo Kearney and Anthony Knopp Release their Sixth Volume of Local History Works
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Grants
Dr. Veronica Carlan, Assistant Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, and Dr. Rene Rubin, Assistant 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, were awarded 
a grant in the amount of $4.8 million from the U.S. 
Department of Education. The grant will allow for 
professional development of early childhood care 
providers in Cameron and Willacy counties, many of 
them employed in daycares. 
UTB/TSC, the UT Health Science Center at Houston, 
School of Public Health, Brownsville Regional Campus 
and UT Dallas, were awarded a grant in the amount of 
$500,000 for research aimed at preventing diabetes 
in the Hispanic population. The Congressional Earmark 
Funds build on a $7.5 million National Institution of 
Health award made in 2003, which established a 
Hispanic Health Research Center in the Rio Grande 
Valley.
A collaborative proposal led by Dr. David Hicks, 
Assistant Professor of Biology, Dr. Jude A. Benavides, 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Environmental 
Sciences, Dr. Elizabeth Heise, Assistant Professor of 
Geology, Chemistry and Environmental Sciences, and 
Mary Jane Shands, Director of the JASON Project, has 
been funded by The Gulf of Mexico Program Office of 
the Environmental Protection Agency. This is a two-year 
proposal for a total of $440,797 for UTB/TSC, UT Pan 
American, and Texas A&M University Corpus Christi.
Dr. Reynaldo Ramirez, Interim Chair and Associate 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, has received 
a grant in the amount of $224,000 from the UT Austin 
Center for Science and Mathematics Education for his 
project, “Texas Regional Collaborative for Excellence 
in Science Teaching,” which will provide professional 
development training to more than 200 area science 
teachers.
 He also successfully wrote a grant application 
with the Brownsville Independent School District and 
was awarded $120,000 from the National Science 
Foundation, Robert Noyce Scholarship Program. This 
grant will fund teacher recruitment, support services 
and stipends/scholarships for science, technology, 
engineering and math majors and graduate students.  
Dr. Katherine B. Dougherty, Chair of the Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing and Associate Professor of Nursing, 
was awarded a grant in the amount of $221,300 from 
South Texas College for her project, “The Cameron 
County Healthcare Professionals Simulation Laboratory.” 
The UTB/TSC Nursing Department will collaborate with 
South Texas College to develop the Cameron County 
Healthcare Professionals Simulation Laboratory by 
hiring personnel, supplying equipment, scheduling 
class demonstrations with simulations, recruiting and 
scheduling area hospital educators and their classes for 
further use of laboratory facilities.
Dr. Bobbette Morgan, Associate Professor of 
Curriculum and Instruction, has received $220,000 for 
the Bilingual Education: Training for All Teachers Grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education. One hundred 
and eighteen teachers, administrators, and professors 
have been recruited to participate in this year-long 
professional development program.
Dr. Richard Price, Professor of Physics and Astronomy, 
has been awarded a grant in the amount of $215,672 
from the National Science Foundation for his project, 
“Quantum Gravity and Relativistic Astrophysics.” This 
project aims to develop mathematical methods to 
better understand how black holes can generate strong 
gravitational wave signals. 
Dr. Andreas Hanke, Assistant Professor of Physics 
and Astronomy, has been awarded a grant of $200,000 
from US Air Force ARFL for his project, “Studies of 
Single Biomolecules: DNA Conformational Dynamics and 
Protein Binding.” He also has received a $146,929 grant 
from the National Science Foundation for his project, 
“Thermodynamics and kinetics of DNA binding proteins 
probed by DNA overstretching.”
Dr. Peter Gawenda, Professor of School Specialties 
and Program Director for the BAT Program, was awarded 
two grants totaling $145,000 from Carl Perkins funding
for the Rio Grande TWO STEP Project. The Project 
creates a seamless transition for students from specific 
Applied Technology and TechPrep programs to the 
Bachelor of Applied Technology and Bachelor of Applied 
Arts and Sciences program at UTB/TSC.  
Dr. Gerson Peltz, Associate Professor of Biological 
Sciences, has been awarded a grant of $75,000 from 
the U.S. Department of Defense for three grants totaling 
$105,000. The grants will be used to investigate urinary 
phytoestrogen consumption in Hispanic women. Grants 
totaling $30,000 from The University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston and JAMP, Joint Admission Medical 
Program, will support activities for students pursing 
medical careers.
Linda Fossen, Associate Vice President for Enrollment 
Management, was awarded a grant of $50,000 from 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for 
her project, “Dual Scholars Program - First Generation 
College Student Grant Agreement.” The program will 
provide high school seniors from San Benito and Port 
Isabel, and UTB/TSC students, with scholarships during 
the Fall and Spring semesters to aid in the transition 
of high school students into post-secondary education.  
She was also awarded a $49,250 grant from TechPrep 
of the Rio Grande Valley for her project, “RGV Alliance 
Scholars Project.” The project will provide services to 
high school students from Hanna, Port Isabel, Pace, 
Lopez, and San Benito with interests in the Health 
Sciences. 
Mary Jane Shands, Director of the JASON Project, and 
Dr. Elizabeth Heise, Assistant Professor of Geology, 
Chemistry and Environmental Sciences, were awarded 
a grant from The Robert J. Kleberg Jr. and Helen C. 
Kleberg Foundation for $95,750. The grant will support 
and expand the opportunity for community involvement 
in the Bahia Grande restoration project. 
Dr. Soma Mukherjee, Assistant Professor in Physics 
and Astronomy, received a grant of $42,056 from the 
National Science Foundation for her project, “Grid 
Summer Workshop 2005.” The workshop, the first of 
its kind, was aimed at training undergraduate and early 
graduate students in the cutting edge technology of 
Grid computing towards building up a future e-science 
workforce. 
Dr. Eldon L. Nelson, Dean of the School of Health 
Sciences, has received a $30,000 grant in conjunction 
with UTMB Galveston titled “Texas Telehealth Disparities 
Network” to assess and evaluate the need and feasibility 
of extending telehealth and telemedicine services in 
Cameron County. This grant is funded through the Health 
Resources Services Administration (HRSA), Office for the 
Advancement of Telehealth. 
Dr. Eloisa Tamez, Assistant Professor in Nursing and 
Director of the Master in Science in Nursing Program, 
was awarded a one-year grant in the amount of $23,229 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. The grant supports stipends for students 
in the MSN program. Dr. Tamez received the Health 
Resources Services Administration (HRSA) Advanced 
Education Nursing Traineeship grant.
Dr. Jude A. Benavides, Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry and Environmental Sciences, was awarded 
a $15,000 grant from the National Science Foundation 
funded CREST/RESACCA project at Texas A&M University 
– Kingsville. The project will focus on identifying the 
potential environmental impact and possible beneficial 
uses of concentrate discharge from the Southmost 
Regional Water Authority desalination plant in 
Brownsville.
Dr. Jude A. Benavides, along with Dr. Gene J. Paull, 
Chair of Chemistry and Environmental Sciences, and 
Dr. Genaro Lopez, Professor of Biological Sciences, 
were awarded grants totaling $3,600 from the Center for 
Civic Engagement to sponsor undergraduate research 
in local resacas and to map native plant species in 
the Geographic Information Systems for the UTB/TSC 
campus. 
Anne Rentfro, Associate Professor in the Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing Program, was awarded a grant in the 
amount of $10,721 from the Department of Health and 
Human Services—University of Texas Health Science 
Center-Houston for her project, “Genetics, Behavioral 
and Life Style Risk Factors for Complications of Type 
2 Diabetes in the Mexican Americans.” The grant 
will expand the existing funded and approved cohort 
study that has been established among the Mexican 
American population in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
focusing on the understanding beyond some of the 
social and behavioral components of disease progress, 
and in particular assess the contribution of anxiety and 
depression, which is little studied in Mexican Americans.
Hector Iracheta, Director of Student Health Services, 
received a grant of $20,000 from the Texas Alcohol 
Beverage Commission for his project, “Scorpion Identity 
- Enforcing the Underage Drinking Law.” The program 
will provide programs designed to increase UTB/TSC 
students’ awareness of alcohol laws, UTB/TSC policies 
on alcohol and other drugs, and health and safety issues 
as well.
Dr. Kathy Bussert-Webb, Assistant Professor of 
Curriculum and Instruction, received a Scholarship 
of Community Engagement grant in the amount of 
$500 from the Center for Civic Engagement. The grant 
supported her work and that of her students who wrote 
and performed a health education play, “Dulce and 
the Good Life.” The play is about a teen with type 2 
diabetes. Valley Baptist Medical Center-Brownsville 
financed the costumes for the play. ■
Sponsored Research Funding Soars 
as Centers of Excellence Grow
G
rowth has come in all forms at 
UTB/TSC over the last 20 years. 
Increases in student enrollment, 
degree programs and faculty 
have led to the need for land 
acquisition and new buildings, 
which are obvious signs of growth from the outside. 
 Yet there’s another sign of a maturing university, 
and it is representative of the work that goes on 
inside of those new buildings: sponsored research.
 Fifteen years ago, UTB/TSC attracted $19,000 in 
sponsored research funding from outside agencies. In 
2005, that amount skyrocketed to $6.6 million. With 
recently awarded grants in the School of Education 
and the School of Health Sciences, that figure is 
expected to increase again for next year.
 Two catalysts for attracting research funding have 
been the Center for Biomedical Studies and the 
Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy.
 Dr. Luis Colom, Chair of the Biological Sciences 
department and Director of the Center for Biomedical 
Studies, said bringing in sponsored research creates 
jobs, draws outstanding professors who teach in 
addition to conducting research, increases student 
participation, and enhances the community through 
outreach by attracting industry.
 He believes the current research with Alzheimer’s 
disease, cancer, diabetes, and other serious 
illnesses are critical for our region, and UTB/TSC 
could become an important international site with 
regards to Hispanic studies, in particular.
 “Alzheimer’s disease, for example, appears almost 
seven years earlier in Hispanics than anglos, and we 
are trying to find out why,” Colom said. “We need to 
study not only about the disease itself, but how to 
best address it in other cultures.”
 The Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy proved 
how research programs can also bring prestige to an 
institution. Because the center is one of the few in 
the world studying this particular niche in astronomy, 
UTB/TSC was host to more than 200 international 
scientists in December at the Gravitational Wave 
Data Analysis Workshop. Brownsville was only 
the fifth U.S. city to host the conference since its 
inception 10 years ago.
 Colom said that UTB/TSC must work even harder, 
as all universities will, to attract research funding 
with federal agencies now tightening their belts 
because of recent natural disasters and international 
commitments. 
 “We must continue to grow in research funding, 
doctoral degrees and surround ourselves with 
industry that will expose students early to career 
opportunities,” he said. “We have only taken the first 
step down this road.”■ 
E
xternal funding makes it possible for 
many members of our faculty to make 
contributions to their profession and 
to society that would not be possible 
without. They are able to advance our 
understanding of the physical world 
and contribute to our understanding of learning, 
while at the same time continue to be teachers and 
mentors for our students.
 External funding also makes it possible to support 
undergraduate and graduate students in research, 
and to purchase equipment and materials that would 
not be available otherwise.
 We are proud of everyone who has submitted grant 
proposals, whether they have been funded or not, 
just as we are proud of the work of our colleagues 
who spend long hours teaching, mentoring, 
counseling, or facilitating the work of others
 Dr. Jóse G. Martín
 Provost
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Celebrate With Us the Successes 
of the Faculty and Staff of  
UTB/TSC
HEADS ABOVE THE CROWD
Dr. Laura M. Villarreal, Associate Master Technical 
Instructor in Mathematics, earned her doctorate 
of education from the University of Houston in 
December. She successfully defended her dissertation 
“Nontraditional students enrolled in a Community 
University: Their journey from risk to resilience.”
Dr. Leslie K. Jones, Assistant Master Technical 
Instructor in Education in Developmental and General 
Education, earned her doctorate of education from the 
University of Houston. She successfully defended her 
dissertation “The Effect of Applying Active Reading Study 
Strategies to Varying Text Lengths on the Lower-level 
Comprehension of Developmental Reading Students.”
Dr. Manuel X. Zamarripa, Assistant Professor of School 
Specialties, was awarded his doctorate in Counseling 
Psychology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
in August. He successfully defended his dissertation  
“Perceptions of school climate and psychological sense 
of school connection in Mexican American high school 
students.”
Graduating in December from UTB/TSC were:  
Angelica M. Fuentes, Assistant Master Technical 
Instructor in Developmental and General Education, 
Master in Education;  Laura R. Hernández, 
Administrative Assistant, Veterans Upward Bound, 
Bachelor of Applied Arts in Science Applied Business 
Technology and Aragelia Salazar, Student Development 
Specialist, Office of the Dean of Students, Master in 
Hispanic Literature.
Receiving degrees from UTB/TSC in August were:  
Felisa Van Cise, Coordinator of the BAT- Health Services 
Technology, Bachelor of Applied Technology in Workforce 
Leadership and Supervision; Elizabeth A. Chavez, 
Director and Technical Instructor in Emergency Medical 
Technology, Bachelor in Applied Technology in Health 
Services Technology; Martie DiGregorio, Program 
Director, Special Events, Master of Arts in Spanish 
Literature; Adiel García, Instructor in Allied Health, 
Associate of Arts in Diagnostic Medical Sonography;  
Rita Garza, Manager of Operations & Services 
Workforce Training & Continuing Education, Master in 
Business Administration and Idalia Paredes, Secretary 
in the Department of Government, Bachelor of Science in 
Correctional Administration.
Dr. Richard Price, Professor of Physics and Astronomy, 
served as one of two editors for ‘Spacetime 100 Years 
Later.’ The issue is one of three celebratory focus 
issues in recognition of the 100th anniversary of Albert 
Einstein’s annus mirabilis by The New Journal of Physics, 
an open-access research journal covering all of physics.  
Dr. Alfred Richardson, Professor Emeritus, received the 
Charles Leonard Weddle Award for 2005 from the Native 
Plant Society of Texas for “Lifetime Achievement in the 
Field of Texas Native Plants.” 
An article by Dr. Angelika Soldan, Assistant Professor 
of Social Sciences, has been published in the 
International Journal of the Humanities, Vol. 2 2004. The 
article is entitled “The Many Languages of Philosophy. 
Rethinking Philosophy as Inter- and Trans-Cultural.”
Cipriano Cárdenas, Chair of Modern Languages and 
Associate Professor, had his short story, “Sueño oscuro 
en la Zona de Intolerancia,” published in Puentes: El 
cuento en la frontera, Vol. 3 Fall 2005, the literary 
journal of the College of Arts and Humanities, Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi. 
Dr. Lucy G. Willis, Professor of Modern Languages, 
presented a paper entitled “Technology in the Foreign 
Language Classroom: Blackboard Learning System” at 
the 12th annual Learning Conference held in Granada, 
Spain this past summer. Dr. Willis highlighted for 
attendees the different features of Blackboard—a 
course management system adopted by UTB/TSC and its 
application in the foreign language classroom. 
An article by Dr. Diana Dominguez, Assistant Professor 
of English and Communication, has been published 
in the scholarly journal, Reconstruction: Studies in 
Contemporary Culture (Fem-scape: A Special Edition) 5.4 
Winter 2005. The article is entitled “‘It’s Not Easy Being 
a Cast Iron Bitch’: Sexual Difference and the Female 
Action Hero.” 
Dr. Laura M. Villarreal, Associate Master Technical 
Instructor in Mathematics, was elected secretary of 
the Texas Association of Developmental Education, a 
chapter of the National Association of Developmental 
Education. She also presented a poster “Publishing 
in the NADE Digest” at the College Academic Support 
Program in College Station, Texas this past October.    
Dr. Olivia García, Associate Professor in Mathematics, 
and Imelda Pena, Assistant Professor in Mathematics, 
served as moderators at the conference.
Dr. Alma G. Leal, Professor in School Specialties, 
Dr. Selma Yznaga, Assistant Professor in School 
Specialties, and Dr. Nick Vallado, Associate Professor 
in School Specialties, presented a program “Ethics 
for Counselors: An Update and Comparison of Ethical 
Standards and Related Legal and Administrative Issues,” 
at the Texas Counseling Association Professional Growth 
Conference this past November in El Paso, Texas.
The musical play “Red Beard of the Rio Grande” by  
Dr. Milo Kearney, Professor of History, was performed 
last summer at the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center in 
San Antonio, Texas. He also read some of his children’s 
stories at the Conference on Christianity and Literature in 
September held at UTB/TSC.
Dr. Elizabeth Heise, Assistant Professor of Geology, 
Chemistry and Environmental Sciences, presented 
a paper “Effective Use of Web-Based Chat Tools 
to Facilitate Learning: Providing an Active Learning 
Experience in an Online Introductory Geology Course” at 
the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.  She also served as the South-Central 
Section Chair for the Paleontology Society and has been 
selected to be a Delegate for the Membership-at-Large 
for Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society annual 
meeting in Seattle, Washington.
Dr. Sue Zanne Williamson Urbis, Chair of Fine Arts 
and the Houston Endowment Chair in Civic Engagement, 
and Dr. Carol McNabb, Assistant Professor of Fine 
Arts, have been selected to serve as Co-Chairs of Texas 
Music Educators Association University/College Division 
Certification Review Panel for the new TEXES state 
examination in music education.
Dr. Diamantina Freeberg, Associate Professor in 
Behavioral Sciences, presented “Adherence to treatment 
plans as a function of cultural beliefs regarding diabetes” 
at the 133rd Annual Meeting of the American Public 
Health Association in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 
December.
Dr. Mari Fuentes-Martin, Associate Vice President and 
Dean of Students, has been named a Leadership Fellow 
by The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities. 
She was one of 10 selected for the program that is 
designed to identify and mentor the next generation of 
Hispanic, Native American and African American higher 
education leaders.
Dr. Michael O. Quantz, Assistant Professor of Fine 
Arts, has been selected as the Director of the Education 
Initiative for the Guitar Foundation of America. During 
their annual convention held in Oberlin, Ohio this 
past October, he directed the Young Guitarist Solo 
Competition (one of only two national level youth 
classical guitar competitions) and presented a lecture 
entitled: “Mentoring the University Guitar Student.”
Carlos G. Gómez, Professor of Fine Arts, will present 
150 of his works in “Four from Brownsville” at the 
Kellogg University Art Gallery at California State 
Polytechnic University in Pompano, California. In March, 
his art will be featured in a group show entitled “Sir 
Real” at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio. He will also 
be part of a panel discussion “Sir Real: it is the wake of 
thought and dissertation.”
Manuel Torres, Director for Kids College in Workforce 
Training and Continuing Education, coached high school 
students from Porter High School in Parliamentary 
Procedures for University Interscholastic Competition. 
He also delivered a presentation “Family Literacy” at the 
BISD Parent Conference this past November.
Dr. Lidia Diaz, Assistant Professor of Modern 
Languages, was a plenary speaker at the Congreso 
Internacional de Lectura: “Para leer el XXI,” in Havana, 
Cuba, this past October. The title of her presentation was 
“Desacralizando íconos, una lectura humorística a textos 
de la literatura infantil universal.” 
Dr. Jana Arney, Assistant Professor Business 
Technology, and Dr. Irma S. Jones, Associate Professor 
of Business Technology, published an article “Juror 
Information on the Web: A Design and Usability/Bias 
Study of Hispanic Populated Counties in Texas” in the 
June 2005 issue of The Court Manager.
Dr. Elizabeth Vidaurri, Assistant Professor of English 
and Communication, presented a short story, “Sopa de 
Mariscos,” at the annual Conference of The Two-Year 
College English Teachers, Southwest Region (TYCA-SW) 
this past October in Galveston, Texas. 
Juan D. Garza, Superintendent of Grounds Maintenance, 
delivered a presentation on the “Establishment of a 
Butterfly Garden” at the Third Annual “Keeping It Green” 
Groundskeepers Conference at Texas State Technical 
College in Harlingen, Texas this past November.
Dr. Jude A. Benavides, Assistant Professor of Hydrology 
and Water Resources, has been elected Chairperson of 
the Steering Committee for the Watershed Protection 
Plan of the Arroyo Colorado. He delivered the keynote 
address at the Congreso Nacional de Ingenieria Civil 
in Guanajuato, Mexico this past September. He also 
organized and co-chaired the 4th Annual Rio Grande Valley 
Arc Users Group Conference hosted by UTB/TSC at which 
he presented a talk entitled “Urban Flood Prediction and 
Hazard Mitigation within a GIS Framework.” 
Dr. Zelma Mata, Chair and Associate of Kinesiology, 
and Dr. Susan Hart, Associate Professor of Kinesiology, 
delivered three presentations at the Texas Association 
of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
conference in Corpus Christi, Texas this past November.  
Dr. Hart also developed and directed two new summer 
camp programs, Camp Sting Adventure, as well as a 
Physical Fitness Camp for the “We-Smile Program” 
serving the Autistic Children of BISD.
Linda Fossen, Associate Vice President for Enrollment 
Planning, and Julie Ann Larson, Associate Master 
Technical Instructor in English and Communication, 
presented a paper, “Throw Me a Financial Line - I’m 
Drowning - Incorporating Financial Literacy in Your FYE 
Program,” at the 12th National Conference on Students 
in Transition, this past November in Costa Mesa, 
California. Ms. Larson also presented a paper, “Creating 
a Community University,” at the 91st Annual National 
Convention in Boston, Massachusetts.
Dr. Soma Mukherjee, Research Assistant Professor in 
Physics and Astronomy, delivered a presentation, “Grid 
Education and Communication,” at the Open Science 
Grid Consortium meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this 
past summer. Her paper entitled “The status of GEO 
600,” has been published in Classical & Quantum 
Gravity, Vol. 22.
Dr. Mary G. Curtis, Associate Professor of School 
Specialties, is leading an effort to create a HEART 
Gallery in the area. HEART Galleries promote the 
permanent adoption of foster kids still in the foster care 
program.
Dr. David E. Pearson, Professor of Behavioral Sciences, 
appeared on a History Channel documentary: Secrets of 
the Black Box, in mid December. He is also serving as 
President of the Academic Senate. For the past six years 
he has hosted Society under Fire, a university-sponsored 
radio program on KMBH, the local affiliate of National 
Public Radio. He has just completed work on his third 
book. 
Esmeralda Rivera, Nurse Practioner in Student Health 
Services, was recently appointed as a biographical 
candidate into the Manchester Who’s Who Among 
Executive and Professional Women in Nursing and 
Healthcare, and for inclusion in the Honors Edition of 
the Registry. Inclusion is limited to individuals who 
have demonstrated leadership and achievement in their 
profession.
Dr. David and Dr. Yvonne Freeman, both Professors of 
Education, served as keynote speakers at the Teachers 
of English to Speakers of Other Languages conference 
this past November in Minneapolis, Minnesota. They  
spoke on “Closing the Achievement Gap for English 
Language Learners.” The Freemans will also present 
twice at the National Council for Teachers of English 
Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and at a session 
co-sponsored for the Center for the Advancement of 
Thinking and Learning.
Dr. Wayne E. Wells, Professor of Engineering, was 
appointed community Vice Chair of the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley Citizens Forum of the U.S. Boundary and Water 
Commission. The ten member forum was created to 
facilitate the exchange of information between the 
commission and the public. 
Dr. Paul-Hermann Zieschang, Associate Professor of 
Mathematics, has a new book, Theory of Association 
Schemes, the first concept-oriented theory of association 
schemes. He also presented at the ‘Workshop on 
Association Schemes’ at the Steklov Institute at St. 
Petersburg, Russia, the Fall Central Sectional Meeting 
of the American Mathematical Society and at the 
international conference ‘Geometric and Algebraic 
Combinatorics’ in Eindhoven, The Netherlands.
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José Dávila-Montes, Assistant Professor in Modern 
Languages, presented “Sharing CAT memories: An 
Overview of Computer Assisted Translation and Latest 
Developments” at the 15th Annual Conference by the 
Philosophy, Interpretation and Culture, at the State 
University of New York in Binghamton, New York this past 
April. He also presented “A case study of corpus analysis 
applied to translation and advertisement [paper]” at the 
1st Binghamton-Amherst Translation Studies Meeting, 
also in Binghamton, New York in April. 
Dr. Michael Sullivan, Associate Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, Dr. Rene Corbeil, Assistant Professor 
of Curriculum, Dr. Sam Pan, Assistant Professor of 
Curriculum and Instruction, and Juan Hinojosa, Field 
Based Teaching Specialist, presented “Preparing 
Hispanic pre-service teachers for technology integration” 
at the 16th International Conference on College Teaching 
and Learning in Jacksonville, Florida this past March. 
Dr. Irma S. Jones, Associate Professor of Business 
Technology, and Dr. Marvin Lovett, Associate Professor 
of Business Administration, will present “The Pulse of 
E-Commerce Today: A Local and National Perspective,” 
at the American Society of Business and Behavioral 
Sciences Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada in February.
Dr. Mimosa Stephenson, Professor of English and 
Communication, and Dr. Teresa Gibson, Assistant 
Professor of English and Communication, planned 
the 2005 Southwest Conference on Christianity and 
Literature held on the UTB/TSC campus this past 
November. Dr. Gibson was elected secretary-treasurer 
of the organization. Several faculty members led 
presentations at the conference.
Olga García, Sr. Telecommunication Operations Installer, 
Information Systems, is serving her second term on the 
UT System Employee Advisory Council and was elected 
to co-chair the Compensation Committee. 
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, Photographer, Media Services, 
has been appointed to a two-year term to the council. 
The Employee Advisory Council is composed of two 
representatives from each UT component and was 
formed to foster communication between the employees 
of UT System and the Board of Regents.
An article by Javier R. García, Library Assistant II, 
entitled “From old to new: the alteration, restoration, 
and preservation of historical Fort Brown buildings of the 
University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College” was published in Studies in Rio Grande Valley 
History, a book co-edited by Dr. Milo Kearney, Professor 
of Social Sciences, Dr. Anthony Knopp, Professor of 
Social Sciences, and Dr. Antonio Zavaleta, Vice President 
for External Affairs.
UTB/TSC was honored with the award for outstanding 
Constituency Building Communications from the UT 
System. This award recognizes UTB/TSC’s exceptional 
work in communicating the value of higher education 
during the bond election of fall 2004. 
Sally Roach, Associate Professor in the Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing program, has two new publications: 
Pharmacology for Health Professionals and the Study 
Guide for Pharmacology for Health Professionals. Both 
were published by Lippincott, Williams and Wilkins.
Dr. Michael Sullivan, Associate Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, Dr. Rene Corbeil, Assistant Professor of 
Curriculum and Instruction, and Dr. Sam Pan, Assistant 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction,  presented a 
paper “A grounded approach to an online ET program’s 
evaluation” at the Society for Information Technology and 
Teacher Education in Phoenix, Arizona this past spring. 
Dr. Sullivan has also co-authored OnlineCl@ssroom, an 
online teaching manual on online team teaching. 
Dr. Julio Noboa, Assistant Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, has published his first book, Leaving 
Latinos Out of History: Teaching U.S. History in Texas, 
based on his doctoral dissertation. He also wrote a book 
chapter “On the West Side: A Portrait of Lanier High 
School during World War II” and it has been published in 
Mexican Americans and World War II. 
Dr. Julio Noboa, Assistant Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, and Elsa Duarte-Noboa, Lecturer in 
Curriculum & Instruction, co-presented “Bringing Latinos 
Into Social Studies” at the Texas Council for the Social 
Studies in Galveston, Texas this past fall.
Dr. Javier Ayala, Associate Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, and Dr. Elva Cerda Pérez, Associate 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, were honored 
as honorary members of the education faculty of the 
Colegio de Educación de Matamoros. This recognition 
comes after 10 years of collaboration in the Bi-national 
Conference on Education, a collaborative effort between 
the Colegio de Educación de Matamoros, UTB/TSC, 
and BISD to exchange educational research, effective 
teaching strategies, ideas, and to improve education on 
both sides of the border. 
Dr. Gerson Peltz, Associate Professor of Biological 
Sciences, has published “Proteins: Biochemistry, 
Digestion, and Absorption” in the book In Clinical 
Nutrition. He also presented “The Use of Body Mass 
Index for the Diagnosis of Obesity in Mexican Americans: 
A Comparative study with Bioelectrical Impedance 
Analysis” at the North American Association for the 
Study of Obesity—Annual Meeting in Vancouver, Canada 
this past fall. 
Dr. Michelle H. Abrego, Assistant Professor of School 
Specialties, and Dr. Bobbette Morgan, Associate 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, presented 
“Connecting classroom learning to the real world of 
practicing administrators” at the National Council of 
Professors of Educational Administration Summit on the 
Preparation of School Leaders in Washington, D.C. this 
past summer.
Dr. Yong-Kang Wei, Assistant Professor of English and 
Communication, has contributed a chapter to Writing the 
Visual, A Practical Guide for Teachers of Composition and 
Commutation. The title of the chapter is “Ethos on the 
Web: A Cross-Cultural Approach.”
An article, “A Usability/Bias Study of Juror Education 
Websites in Predominately Hispanic Counties,” by 
Dr. Janna Arney, Assistant Professor of Business 
Technology, Dr. Irma S. Jones, Associate Professor 
of Business Technology, and Dr. Diane Blankenship, 
retired professor in Business Technology, has been 
published in the 12th Annual American Society for 
Business and Behavioral Sciences conference 
proceedings. Dr. Arney has published articles in the 
Journal of Business and Economics Research and the 
Journal of College Teaching and Learning.
Dr. Mari Fuentes-Martin, Dean of Students,  
Dr. Marilyn J. Woods, Assistant to the President, and 
Debbie Cox, Executive Director of Healthy Communities, 
graduated from Leadership Texas. The program provides 
women leaders with essential information, an awareness 
of ongoing changes, sharpened skills, and encourages 
women to excel in prominent leadership roles in the 
corporate, public and community sectors. 
Dr. Juliet V. García, President, delivered the keynote 
address at a symposium in honor of the 40th anniversary 
of the Higher Education Act. Her presentation, “Why 
Policy Research Matters,” has been published in the 
Fall 2005 edition of Access & Persistence, a newsletter 
published by the Advisory Committee on Student 
Financial Assistance. She was also named one of 80 
Elite Women by Hispanic Business magazine. 
Angelica M. Fuentes, Assistant Master Technical 
Instructor in Developmental and General Education, 
Leslie K. Jones, Assistant Master Technical Instructor 
in Education, Developmental and General Education, and 
Arlene Ready, Assistant Master Technical Instructor 
in Developmental and General Education, collaborated 
on a presentation: “An Instructional Model: Theory and 
Reality” for College Academic Support Programs
at College Station, Texas.
Dr. Emilio R. Garrido, Research Assistant Professor 
in Biological Sciences, was an invited speaker at 
the Symposium of Neurodegeneration at the Annual 
Meeting of the Brazilian Federation of the Societies 
for Experimental Biology in Sao Paulo, Brazil this past 
summer. His presentation was entitled “Neuroprotection 
strategies: inhibition of presynaptic release of glutamate 
via endogenous neuropeptide N-Acetyl-Aspartyl-glutamate 
(NAAG) in hippocampus.”
Dr. Emir Macari, Dean of the College of Science, 
Mathematics and Technology, has been nominated 
to the National Academy of Science of Mexico. He is 
also featured in two science books for students in 
kindergarten through 12th grade. His profile will appear 
in an elementary school science book profiling the 
biography of successful scientists and in the Sally Ride 
Science book series used to encourage girls and boys 
interests in math, science, and technology. He has also 
co-authored a chapter for a book “Active tectonics and 
seismic hazards of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and 
offshore areas.”
“Cooperative learning, mathematical problem-solving, 
and Latinos” by Dr. Bobbette Morgan, Associate 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, Dr. Veronica 
Carlan, Assistant Professor of Curriculum and 
Instruction, and Dr. Rene Rubin, Assistant Professor 
of Curriculum and Instruction, has been published in 
the International Journal for Mathematics Teaching and 
Learning. The journal is published through the Center for 
Innovation in Mathematics Teaching, School of Education 
and Lifelong Learning at the University of Exeter, United 
Kingdom.
Dr. Graciela P. Rosenberg, Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, and Dr. Bobbette Morgan, Associate 
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, delivered 
a presentation “Cooperative learning and drama 
techniques: A good teaching team for second language 
acquisition” at the Third International Conference on 
New Directions in the Humanities at the University of 
Cambridge, in the United Kingdom.
Dr. Luis Colom, Chair and Professor of Biological 
Sciences, Dr. Maria T. Castaneda, Research Assistant 
Professor in the Center for Biomedical Studies, 
Dr. Emilio Garrido, Research Assistant Professor 
in Biological Sciences, and Sofia Hernandez, 
undergraduate student in biology, have recently 
published the scientific article, “Characterization 
of Medial Septal Glutamatergic Neurons and Their 
Projection to the Hippocampus,” in the prestigious 
scientific journal Synapse, Vol. 58.
Letty Fernandez, Director of News and Information, 
has been appointed to the State Bar of Texas standing 
committee on Public Affairs. She was appointed by 
Eduardo Roberto Rodriguez, who is currently serving as 
President of the State Bar of Texas. Mr. Rodriguez is also 
chairman-elect of the UTB Development Board. 
Dr. Georgianna M. Duarte, Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction, spoke at the National Association for 
Bilingual Education (NABE) on Emotional Development 
and Language. She is also serving as Chair of the 
National Early Childhood Special Interest Session at 
NABE. Currently, Dr. Duarte is on sabbatical in Ayacucho, 
Peru. 
 
STUDENTS ABOVE THE CROWD
Edgar Bazan, Adrian J. García, Isabel Cruz, Francisco 
Vargas, and Liza Murillo spent their Labor Day weekend 
in Houston along with their instructor, Adiel García, 
as medical volunteers helping assess and treat the 
Hurricane Katrina victims. These students are pursuing 
their studies in Emergency Medical Technology hoping to 
be paramedics by Summer 2006.
Jonathan Berrout, Catherine Camarillo, Jessica 
Couoh, Eder Hernandez, and Robert Wilson attended 
the Society for Neuroscience 35th Annual Meeting in 
Washington, D.C. this past November. They are part of 
the Minority Biomedical Research Support Program/
Research Initiative for Scientific Enhancement.
Three UTB/TSC students took first place and were 
awarded gold medals as the best in the nation at the 
Skills USA College/Post Secondary Division’s National 
conference in Kansas City this past summer. Melinda 
Reyes and Miguel Roberts, on-camera news talent 
and Josh Caldwell, writer and technical director, took 
first place and were awarded gold medals in the News 
Anchor competition. Skills USA is a national organization 
for students in trade, industrial, technical, and health 
occupation education. 
Members of the newly formed Students for Public 
Awareness are providing e-journalism reports online 
regarding local business and government issues. The 
students are Joshua Caldwell, Melinda Reyes, Miguel 
Roberts, Marie Melendez, and Azucena Salinas.
Tammie Garza, Senior Music Major in Voice, won the 
honor to conduct musical selections at the Texas Choral 
Directors Association in San Antonio. She competed with 
over 300 music students from universities throughout 
Texas. 
Luis Antonio Gutierrez was the second UTB/TSC 
student accepted into the prestigious Multicultural 
Advertising Intern Program since its creation in 1973. 
He competed with 250 applicants from Harvard, Yale, 
UT Austin, and the Wharton School of Business. This 
internship took place this past summer in New York City.
Cristina Torres has been named a Scholar in the Office 
of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management program. 
She will be receiving a monthly stipend from Oak Ridge 
Institute for Science and Education based at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. In addition 
to the scholarship, she will spend the summer of 2006 
at the Department of Energy’s Yucca Mountain Disposal 
Site.
■
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TB/TSC celebrates its fifth Arts and 
Entertainment season beginning 
in January, with a festive line-up of 
entertainers ranging from the New 
Gene Krupa Orchestra’s classic 
sounds to the Latin stylings of 
master guitarist Paco Peña and his flamenco 
dancers.
 “Celebrate the Season: Canciones y 
Caballeros” is the theme of the season, 
and audience members are invited to 
join in the fun by wearing special colors 
chosen for each event.
 “We decided to associate colors for 
each performance so the audience and 
guests can get in the spirit and have a full 
sort of celebration in place,” says Peter 
Ruiz, director of the Fort Brown Memorial 
Center.
 The season kicks off on January 26 with 
the New Gene Krupa Orchestra, featuring 
hits from Ol’ Blue Eyes himself, Frank 
Sinatra, and the event color for the evening 
is blue, of course.
 February 17 brings master flamenco 
guitarist, Paco Peña and his dance troupe, 
with flamenco red as the color for the evening. 
Keyboard black-and-white are the colors for the March 
1 performance of award winning composer, songwriter 
and Broadway “royalty” Marvin Hamlisch.
 The April 28 performance of Trio Los Panchos, the 
legendary group from Veracruz, will include favorites 
from the great Augustin Lara. South-of-the-border red, 
white and green are the colors for the evening.
 Closing out the season will be the incomparable Burt 
Bacharach on October 6 in an evening of favorites 
like “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head” and other 
songs making up the “Best of Burt.” Event colors will 
be festive black and white.
   The Arts and Entertainment season could 
not exist without its sponsors, both corporate 
and individual, Ruiz said. Community sponsors 
include the Heart Institute of Brownsville, 
Marcis and Associates, Wells Fargo, HEB, 
and Lone Star National Bank. Advisory board 
members Rosie Fruia and Mary Lou Gonzalez, 
who have supported the program since its 
beginning will also be honored during the year.
    All performances are at Jacob Brown 
Auditorium at 8 p.m. Champagne, espresso and 
cappuccino bars at each performance will add to 
the festive atmosphere.■ 
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New Year Brings Exciting 
Performances for Arts  
and Entertainment 
Spotlight on ITEC: Students 
Find New Home at Former 
Department Store
T
wenty years ago, the Praxedis Orive 
Jr. Technical Training Center was 
home to retail giant Montgomery 
Ward. 
   Today, the center has taught 
hundreds of students how to repair 
vehicles, air conditioning units and how to construct 
homes.
 Located inside the International Technology 
Education and Commerce Campus, or ITEC, the 
center is named 
after the late 
Praxedis Orive 
Jr., a former TSC 
trustee, who 
believed strongly 
in vocational and 
technical programs.
 The center itself 
is located in the old 
Montgomery Ward 
building and serves 
as a teaching 
facility where 







center serves as 
a teaching garage 
where students 
work on actual 
vehicles. 
  The rewards Master Technical Instructor Patrick 
Wade receives for teaching technical classes at the 
technical training center are priceless. The look on 
the faces of his students when they realize they, too, 
are capable of repairing an air conditioning unit or 
automobile is what makes his profession worthwhile.
 “To watch them build their confidence like ‘hey I 
can do this’ it is really a great thing. You never really 
know teaching the academics disciplines if they 
can do something. They’ve learned something and 
can put things down on paper, but can they really 
do something,” said Wade, who is one of a dozen 
instructors teaching at the technical training center.
 From 1985 to 2005, 7,000 students have 
graduated from the technical program. The university 
has one-year programs that allow students to 
receive a certificate after a year’s training, thus 
immediately throwing them into a workforce highly in 
need of carpenters, auto repair mechanics and air 
conditioning repair technicians.
 The one-year programs offered are Automotive 
Technology, Auto Body Repair Technology, Computer 
Aided Drafting Technology, Construction Technology, 
HVAC/Refrigeration Technology and Machine 
Technology. 
 Students also have the opportunity to continue 
their education and earn a bachelor’s degree in the 
Bachelor of Applied Technology and Bachelor of 
Applied Arts and Sciences degree programs. Both 
are two-year programs that build on occupational/
technical programs and courses the students have 
already taken and received certificates in.
 “Technical or occupational-technical students 
are as valuable as any academic student. Many of 
the technologies that we have, have a much faster 
growth rate and renewal rate than academics,” said 
Dr. Peter B. Gawenda, professor and program director 
for the Bachelor of Applied Technology program.
 Gawenda says there is also plenty of room for 
computer laboratories and abundant space to house 
all the programs under one roof, something that was 
not possible on the main campus.■
The Prax Orive Jr. Technical Training Center.
VOLUME 11, NO.4
Published by
The Office of News and Information and the  
Office of Development.
www.utb.edu • (956) 882-8231
Season and event tickets may be purchased by 
contacting the Fort Brown Memorial Center at 
(956) 882-7945.
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